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SUBJECT: GOG IMPOSES PRIOR LICENSING REQUIREMENT FOR ALL IMPORTS: 
OTHER RESTRICTIONS LIKELY 

REF: GEORGETOWN 0141 

1. GOG MINISTER OF TRADE ANNOUNCED ON APRIL 4 THAT ALL IMPORTS 
WILL REQUIRE SPECIFIC APPROVAL OF GOVERNMENT. LICENSING PROCEDURE 
TO BE USED. IN ADDITION GOG PLANS TO LEVY A ONE DOLLAR (GUYANESE) 
STAMP DUTY ON EACH $1,000 (G) OF IMPORTS BY VALUE. RELIABLE 
SOURCE INFORMS THAT GOG DRAFTING NEW CONSTITUTIONAL LEGISLATION 
REQURING EXIT PERMITS FOR ALL NATIONALS WHO PLAN FOREIGN 
TRAVEL. 

2. COMMENT: WITH GUYANA'S RESERVES LEVEL REMAINING AT PRECARIOUS 
$10-12 MILLION(US) DURING FIRST QUARTER. GOG FORCED TO TAKE MORE 
DRACONIAN MEASURES TO STEM FOREIGN EXCHANGE OUTFLOW AND INCREASE 
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CITED AS MAIN CAUSE OF CRISIS. NO DETAILS AY ATT. ARTE YET CONCERN- 
ING IMPORT LICENSING IMPLEMENTATION, BUT CAN EXPECT USUAL 
BUREAUCRATIC INTERFERENCE WITH NORMAL TRADE PRACTICES. WHILE 
LICENSING DISRUPTIVE TO TRADE. EXIT PERMIT REQUIREMENT GETS INTO 
MORE DELICATE QUESTION OF PERSONAL FREEDOM. GOG NOT RPT NOT 
LIKELY TO ENFORCE EXIT TRAVEL RESTRUCTIONS UNLESS OTHER MEASURES 
FAIL. KREBS 
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